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Punishing the Wrong Men.

An ideas dissaminated among northern
enthusiasts and occasionally meets with a
coneossion at the South, which is so illogi-
enl, so unjust, and so wuch like an impeach-
ment of the Almighty, that we make it the
subject of .our most poxsitive objection and
repudiation.

This idea is that the late war was brought
about by special interposition from Heaven
for the purpose of abolishing slavery. We
ohject 1o it us unjust, illogical, and a casting
an imputation npon the author of our being,
for the following reasons:

1st. The war cupe on from causes &lto-
gether natural, Those ciuses being plain and
clearly triccabie, it i3 useless 1o hunt for
others.

9d. 1t is impeacbing the Deity to repre-
sent bim as specislly interposing to destroy
slavery when he did not interpose to stop 1t
in its incipient and worst stage—viz., that of
the slave trade on the high seas, in which
the megroes were kidvapped and forcibly
transported under the horrors of the * mid-
¢le-passage ™’ to the land where they were
sold Into slavery. That * middle-passage ”
was a phase of cruelty of the slave ter-
cbants that pever bad its egual for brutality.
To utilize all the space of sluve-ships decks
were only four feet apart, and the negro
glaves were compelled either to it or
lie down; they could not stund up.
Thus thes were crowded together m
a voyage of ninety or a hundred and
twenty or more days. At the end of their
journey they were removed  from  their
foul and horrible situation weuk and
¢maciated and fearfully reduced in nugi-
bers, 1t was deemed a splendid busi-
ness if only one-fifth of the number died,
It is @p impeachment to say that thu
Divine indignation which could permit these
brutalities has been wrought to netivity by
the subsequent slavery in this country, un-
exumpled as it bas been for its gentlensss and
Lumanity, by any other coundition of slavery
on this carth during historic ages, The
longer it lusted the more kiod und less bur-
denseme it beeime,

grd, If it be at «ll supposable that such
Divine interposition took plice, how are we
to reconcile it with that perfection of mercy
and of justice which we all uecord to the
Most High? 1o abolishing slavery for the
rood of society aud Lo punish injustice, a5 it
is suppused, are not the country und boih
the white and nezro races plupged intoa state
out of which arise wore misery, more wrolg
and injustice than were ever Known under
the state of slavery ¥ What sort of merey
and justice would be that which would in-
crease the misery und the wropgs of the
country ¥ Who can say that Gop eould do

such a thinz? s it notthe work of wan, the
being who, as we are unhappily taught to
koow, iv by turns the best and the worst
animal on the fuce of the earth ¥

Therefore we cannot be so unjust to the
Almighty power as to suppose for a motent
that tie war and its confequences come {rom
his special interposition.  Nor would we, by
the slightest suggestion, intimate to ourown
oppressed aud unhappy people, that they
were peculiuely the olijects of Divine wrath
while the slave-truders upon the high seas
and their descendants have known no such
manifestation ol supreme anger on account
of the unpuralleled atrocities of the former,

The Divine laws establisbed in the begin-
ning are always io force.  In them we find
all the azencies which are necessury to bring
about our troubles, The ambition, viees,
and greed of wan are xlways making trouble
for himself., The bringing of the negro to
this country wasan act inspired by the busest
motives and performed in the most bar-
barous manuer,  The races had been ereated
aud placed in latitudes apd countries suited
to their watures snd dispositions, The forei-
ble carrsing of one race from its natural
Bhome sod placing it in the busem of a race
distinet from it in disposition, hubit, and
constitution, was quite enough to muke buth
races upbappy. But such a violent trags-
ferring of men to the society of others is
always dune through ensleving the inferior
race, We are satisfied that such an act is
the forcrunmer of politieal calumity to the
land in which races dissimilar in all things
are thus placed together. The laws origin-
ally established—luaws providential —uresure
to bring this about.

To say that such a calumity is a spoeial
provideuce is to do a great wrong to the
Divinity aud to socicty.

It is a pleasant reflection to the descend-
ants of the slave-traders to suy that Gop did
not punish their pious ancestors engiged in
bringing slaves to this country. It was upou
the slave-boider that his wrath fell. Tbey
derive a special delight from thinking e-pe-
cially of gaius of the slave-trade being still a
part of their rich inberitance, and of the
just wrath which bas fallen upon the south-
ern rebels who never had anythicg to do
with the slaye-trade, and who bave treated
their slaves with & humapily unknown in
the treatment of slaves in any otbher land at
auy time. Ob, no. This flattering unction
is a dclusion. Gop is just, His wrath is
better direcied than that,

Noabolition of slivery could be just to the
races and to the land we live in which wus
not attended by deportation—the sending
away of the slaves, The distinction of race
and the inferiority of the enslaved, which
Jed to slavery itself, are an insuperable ob-
stacle to the peace, contentmenf, and pros-
perity of the two races placed upon cquulity
in the sume communpity, Noabolition which
pronounces and declales by law Lhat they
are equal is worthy of the wisdom of mun,
and how shall we countrast his wisdom with
that of heaven itsell?

Ob, no! The whole revolution was the
work of man, and one of the worst pieces of
work that beever did. It is a great error to
¢all the name of Gob in connection with it.
Ne,no! We know too well the part the
South played in it—too well their innocence
of ull part or lot in the slave trade—too well
their kind dispositions and their care for
slaves—aye, and we know too well the na-
ture of tbhat blind fanaticism, that bloated
bigotry, that mean and scurvy political am-
bition, and thirst for the Government oflices
and jobe, not to feel and to know that the
Gop in Heaven had no band in the great pa-
tional tragedy whose consequences it will
take all the wisdom and patriotism of this
land to check and to remedy.

Masox Couxty, Wesr Va.—The enter-
prising people of Muson county, West Va,,
will on the 6th, 7th, 8tb, and 9th of October
have a fair at Point Pleasant, which stands
on the Ohio river at the mouth of the Ka-
nawba. We find it valuable to be particular
iin our geography, for so perfectly estranged
i this part of Virgivia from the noted places
of West Virginia, once within the limits of
this State, thut few of our citizens koow
much shout them, Railroads have influ-

enced alike the current.of] trl@:q_nd that of
travel, and for the want 0f raftway commu-
nicatfon with what is mow West Virginia
our pecple know less of famed parts of it
{han they do of the people of Missouri.

The battle of Point Pleasant, fought belore
the Revolution—in 1774—was one of tue
most famous of the conflicts with the savages,
and there was rpilled some of the very best
blood of old Virginis, General ANDREW
Liwis, whose statue graces the WASHINGTON
monument oo our Capitol Square, command-
ed. Cmaries LEwig, a true bero and among
the best rememhered of bis day, fell bravely
contesting the ground with the savage. The
victory was won by the whites, although it
cost them heavily,

This battle way fought where Point Pi
sant stands. Inoteresting Lo us for its past
history, it iz peculiarly o for i's relation to
the Central water-line. To the ultimute
completion of this line this city bas long
looked with a hope that, although often sick
from being deferred, has still survived, and
now Lakes fresh vigor from the circumstances
which justify the helief that the great wok
pow Is in a more promising condition than
eyer,

Point Pleasant will ¢tand at the point of
canpection between the Kanawba part of the
lite and the Obio river. When the work is
done, we sball kuow Point Pleasant butter.
It is seated in a tine productive country.
Few places can compare with it in this re-
spect.  We doubt not that its agrienltural
and mechanical exhibition will tell a five
story both for its patural resources and ils
industry,

ca-

[For the Day Book.|
Mr. Editor : 1see ina copy of your paper of ves-
terny that the Kichmond Dispofch says that tne
il of comets always point Trom e sun, Now. it
thee Dispeteh wou Ili’n‘ﬂli)‘ astronomy a Hrile Jonser,
perhaps he woutd fing that they were very errntle
and that the lght which we se¢ from thelr wadls is
not geverned by the sun's rays—viz : The comt of
1807 hat 1wo tals, also the eomet of 1811, alsy
the comet of 1823, alao the comet of 1543, ‘Lhe
great comet of 1744 had =Ix owstinet tatls,

SELAM,

The author of the ahove is not at ull
courteons, We have suid notbing that he
disputes, except that the tail of a comet
always poiuts uway from the sun, We do
not propose to dispute about this, We will
givé a few autborities that bappen to be at
nand.
Professor Hesny M, PArkuurst, of New
York, bas given to the public more informa-
tion touching the pregent comet than bas uny
other man in this country. He quotes BRANDE
& Cox's Diclionary of Science, and thus cn-
dorses it aod them, Here is a part of what
Profescor PAngnursT quotes :

“P'his leads us to meotion & very interestine eir-
cumstunce fn ihe history of the ¢comet [of 1561 ).
2 bout the time of the nodul passaee (June 28 rve-
pingl, it was remarked that the earth was behlnd
the comet ouly tw) degrees n longitude, as sein
from the wun g and the latter body beang the nearer
to that luswinary, it followed thid the direction of
the tutl wos gueh ok lo bring ileither upon o cery
near the globe,  Accoralngly it was coujecinred
that. wi.boane allowasee tor curvature, it was quli ¢
pussiule that the earth might have teea fnvolved in
the tadl ou theevendng of June 30, when she arrived
at the ¢omet’s nidal point of Tonglhuoe.™

Here these distinguished authorities azree
in declaring that if a comel iy between the
earth and tie sun it follows as a matter of
course that the tail would be towards the
earth,

The most distinguished astronomer in the
world is Professor Scuraranerrni, of Mi'an.
Protessor H. Scneniey, in his Spectrum
Analysis, quotes much from ScurspageLil;
but the following will answer our purpos..
After saying that SCHIAPARELLI was the « first
to take account of all the phenomena ™ ex-
bibited by comets and meteors, Professer
ScHELLEN gives Scoiapameinl’s theory as to
how # comel is formed—as follows:

wNehntie are eompozed of cesmical matter In
which us vet there ib w0 central poinl of toneentine-
tlon, and which Las not b come sufliclectly dens¢
1o formn o celestial body In the ordinary sense ot the
termi, The difuse substavee ol these cosiaieal
elouds 1 very lecsely hung tozether; its partieles
are widely separmed, thus constituting mias 0s of
1 mols extent, soane of which bove taken a regu-
L form. abd some not. As these nehulous clouns
iy be supposed o have, ke our sun, a motion iu
spuee, it will sometime- g pen that_such a vlond
comes within rea b of the power of atiraction of
onr sun. CVhe attraction acts meore powerfuily on
the preceding part of the nebule thian on the -
tier and fuldowimz pordon; and the nebula, whie
Sl s ow geeat alstenee, begins o lose 1is okl
sphieriesl forme aod heeoees ¢ wnsiderably ¢ cnge-
ted, e portiens of the nchulous nass 11w
eonthanousty the preceding part, wutil the splor s
eorgee s el Lt w loug o inder, Lhe foremast part
of wiich, tnat foward the sen, s denser and wore
grotnted than the following part, which rotans o
poriion of 1ts original hiresnthn A J0 near- the
atine thils trapsforimation of the pebutous ¢ oud lee-
cotnes g e complete: ilameated by the s, twe
precedic g parl Appears o us as 8 dense neelens.
e the foltwetug part, turned away from the
S, s i long taln, eneved in constyguenes o the
liieral motion preseeved by the neouly during fis
progress,  vut of the origlnal spherical netula,
quice e nneeted with our solar system, u comel
s been furmed,”

He quotes again:

wSeidaparelll shows in a striking manner that. as
avomet is nob a solid mies, but consists of partl-
Clus, carll possessteg an indepesdent motlon, the
hewd or wnclens wearcr the sun wmusl wecessa

rily compidte its orbit Tn Less time than the more
distant portions of the tail,  The twil will there

Sore lag behind the nueleas in the course of the
comet > revorution, and the comet, belng more uand
wore clougated, will at last be eliher partially or
eutirely resolved into a vins of meteors.™

Thus is not only ivleresling, but it seems

to us to be conclusive of the question.

Cgsar.—Nast  lampoons or cartoons
those people who are afraid of © Casar”—
that is, wlurmed at the prospect of Grant's
scizing the Government. A doukey, dressed
in the robes of office, and bearing a torch
which casts a dim light about the room, is
scen entering the chamber of aunother one ol
{he same tribe, who is covered up in bed,
but whose long ears and wild eyes tell the
story of bis asivine qualities and ridiculous
apprehensions,  The torch-bearing ass is la-
belled * Casar,” The oue in bed is
frightencd out =f his senses, ““ New York
Herald Intelligence Office” is an inscrip-
tion lighted up by the torch, Nast is bard
to beat,

Several geutlemen of Chutham, Pittsylva-
nia county, have seot an invitation to every-
body in this establishment to be present at a
jollifieation at that spirited rural place, We
do not know what is the occasion of the ball
and tournament, &e¢., but we will venture to
suy that everything will be conducted in the
gayest and most animated style,

We kuew the place a “long lime ago,”
when it was called ¢ Competition,” and
when the Tuxsrawurs, CLArKES, ToWNESES,
CraisorNEs, and “sich,” ruled the sociul
hours. Its society was good, its bospitality
unlimited, its spirit irrepressible. We doubt
not that there is enough of the old leaven still
leavening the whole cocial collection to
ensure a great degree of graceful felicity in
the festival at Chatbam. If circumstances
permitted of course we would be tbere wben-
ever the good citizens took it into their beads
to have a gula-day.

Tug Civie-Riears Bin.—Hon. Jomx F.
Lewis, of Virginia, voted against the civil-
rights bill last winter, yet his name is signed
to the address upon which we commented
yesterday. What says Mr. Lewis, is this a
forgery, or bas he changed greund?

In this connpection we will state that it
would be suicidal for the people of the Kich-
mond district not to rcélect Mr, Smith. If
they are not blinded by partisan malignity,
and are slive Lo their own interests, they wiil
return bim withoml opposition,— Slaunion
Firginign.

The Virginian is not posted. The ne-
groes in its own party won’t hear of renowi-
puticg Mr. Ssirm; and as they cobstitute
nine-tenths of his party, we don’t see where

Iris support is to ccwme from,

.

~ Among tbe passengers Ilatelysarrived in

Masox, who now resides:in Parfs, and who
should be 8o well remembered for her active
snd practical zeal in bebalf of the Confede-
racy, and for her angelic. ministrations in
our Richmond hospitals, She belongs to
the famed Masox family of Virginia, and
ke a great majority of them imperilled all
for the southern cause,

After the war it is well known she de-
voted her talents and eflorts to the education
of as many young ladies of the South as her
means permitted. Wearied and worn by
hard work, at the earnest solicitation of a
lady friend of wealth she made the tour of
Europe a3 her companion. A fine oppor-
tunity being offered by the death of an emi-
nent lady who had cbarge of a school in
Paris for the education of young ladles from
America, Miss Masox took charge of the in-
stitution, which is in a prosperous condi-
tion. Vacation gives a little time to see ber
old friends, and she is now epjoying this
great blessivg, G i Y ;

She relurns soon, and wiil be accompanied
by quite a company of very interesting per-
<ons, who go abroad to finish their educa-
tion under the valuable direction of Miss
EsmiLy. For those whose ability enables
them to gratify the desire for a foreign finish
t their career as pupils there could be no
hetter epportunity. .

We meke this notice of this eminent and
estimable lady because she deserves it, be-
ciuse sbhe is stili laboring for the good of
others, and because every southern heart
will beat with pleasure to bear that she is
well and doing well,

Two years ago we sere denotnced as a
« Radical ? for supportivg Grantover Hornce
Greeley. Now neurly the entire Conserva-
tive pross of Yirginia is sustaining Kemper
tor Iis cpnditional declaration in fuvor ot
Graut for a **third” and a “seventh term.”
And the leading Conservulive papers ure
kindly disposed toward General Grant for a
third term uneconditionally, Not only this,
but almost every otiier Conservative voter
you meet with is willing to take Grant for a
third term. Who's Radical now ?— Staunion
Firginian,

Conditionally, man. Better Grast than
negro rule. Let bim veto the civil-rights
bill, and save all the State institutions-in
Staunton—ibose noble charities for the blind,
the deat and dumb, und the insane—and you

will support him teo.

Creany | —The Dispateh is nearly square
{or the third term, and is now engaged in
delending D’resident Grant against the at-
tscks of Harper's Weekly and Nuast’s car-
toons. A little patting on the baek will lix
our contemporary. Brave Dispaleh ! Go ity
“old grey Leard,’— Valiey Virgouwan,

Whal a wi-e man you are.

Tag Crvi-Ricors Bt as o Test.—Ex-
Chief Justice Lochrane, of Georgia, comes
oul for the thivd term. He says:

“ The hope of Democratic suceess in the
next elections is to overthrow the mujority
in Congress who would vote for the * civil-
pights bill,' In thns success I beartily sym-
pathize, for, say what we will, this land
would beeome a desert belore the features
of that bill will be recognized or acqui-
¢seed in.  The blood of the peeple is bot-

tee than -their Dbrains, and eome what
miy in  censequences, Sumner's legacy

wiil be u leguey of teurs to his friends, Itis
i possible to enforee any law against the de
termination of men, women, and children,
and to make obedienee o it by bayonels
would be to make a desert of the Sonth,
‘T he et who oppose thiz measuge, found in
Republicans or Democrats, will find at the
south, m the next election, sympatby, and
the national party that incorporates itin their
platform  will get only the colored vole.
White men will ghun it,  Tuis will, how-
ever, bring together the men who have split
on the poliey of loyalty und nutionality, aud
will harmonize the South on a single idea of
oppo~ition to Lthis biil.
«Phe enrreney and other guestions will
subordinate to this one, and vo matter what
¢lse may be said or done.  The naked point
the South will be governed by will be nndy-
ing hostility to every man who favors it, All
this is true, and the uowminaiion of even
Prosid ot Graut for a third terz by the Re
publican party, on a platform defining this
as one of the objects of the Admiunistration,
would sever all sympathy wbhieh bas grown
so rapidly at the Ssuth in his favor.”
—_—— e
Miss AGyes STRICKLAND,—A cable tele-
sraw from London announcas’ the death, on
Mouday, o Miss Aunes Strickland, the ccle
brated historical authoress, She was born
about the year 1806, at Roydon Hull, in the
county of Suffoik, and was the third of the
five dutichters of Mr. Foomas Sirickhnd.
When quite a child she gave proot of intel-
lectusl aptitude, the compozition of’ puems
being her faverite pursuit. Her lutber, how-
ever, disconraged her tastes in this respect.
Her education, under his eyes, was of the
most =olid character, being chiefly in ancient
languaces and bistory, While she was yet
but fitteen, however, she published a poem
in four cantos ealled * Worcester Field § or,
The Cavalier,” which was praised by Cawp-
bell. Her family buving met with reverses,
she detennined Lo take to literature for sup-
ort.
2 After writing a series of children®s books,
Miss Strickliud turned her attention to work
ol a hirher characler, and coneeived the plan
of the * Lives of the Queens of England from
the Norman Couquest.” For this purpoze
she devoted herself 1o historical researches
with grest diligence, and finally the first vol-
unie of the work was published in 1840, It
comprised six volumes, and the publication
extended down to 1849, This work was
very well received both by the press and the
public, and established Miss Strickland’s po-
sition uy i Writer,

Betswween 1850 apd 1839 appeared in suc-
cessive volumes and at ditferent dates, ber
& Lives of the Queens of Scotland and of
English Princesses Connected with the Rogal
Succession in Great Britain,”  In this work
Miss Strickland declared ber belief in the in-
nocence of Mary Queen of Scots. She sub-
sequently brought out an abridged edition
of her lives of the Queens ol England,

Her next work was “The Lives of the
Buehelor Kings of England—William Rufus,
Edward V., and Edward VI’ She also
wrote the lives of the Novjuring Bishops, of
the Tudor princesses, and of the princesses
of the House of Stuurt, besides some minor
works, Forthe copyrights of the “Queens”
Miss Strickland was paid £2,000; it wassub-
sequently sold for £6,000, and sbortly after
1557 Miss Strickland repurchased this with
the copyrights of ber other works. Her sis-
ters, Susapna and Elizabeth, aided ber in
wost of her werks, In 1871 she received a
pension of £100 from the British Govera-

wment,
—_— .

At a meetine of the County Conservative
Committee of Hanover, held July 15, 1874,
it was deeided to kold township meelings to
select Gelegates to attend the county und
congressionul convention, on Thureday, July
30th, at the following places; - Hungary, at
Coleman’s store ; Ashland, at Ashland ; Bea-
ver Dam, at Jones & Coat’sstore.

Hungury is entitled to six delegates, Ash-
Jand to five, and Besver Dam Lo six to each
convention. 7The convention Lo nominate a
clerk will meet at Hunover court-house on
Wednesday, August 19, 1874, at 12 o’clock M.

__.__,_._-_‘.—-—-—

A SupckinG OvTRAGE BY NEGROES.—Mem-
phis, July 15.—Marks Levy, a peddler,
crossed over to Crittenden county, Ark.,
lust week, and was seized by a party of
negroes, who robbed him of his pack,
stripped bim, earried him into a dense wood,
tied him to a tree, and left bim'to die. He
remained there twenty-four hours, during
which time he was bitten by a snake. He'
succeeded in getting logse, but wandered in
the forest for two days, living upon berries,
before he reached a settlement. - He arrived
here to-day in a horrible condition from the
snnke-bite und exposure,

thix csuntry from Europe. is Miss Exzuy V. ?

——

_ieiston'by Judge Dillon.

~On Wednesday lsst, siys the Davenport
(Towa) Gazelle of the, 11th, Judge Dillon,
of the United States Circuit Court, bad be-
fore him, at his'chambéts in this city, a peti-
tion to review the order of Judge Treat, of
Missouri, bolding that, the new amendment
of the bankrupt act sffected cases commenced
since December 1st, in which adjadication
had been made betore the new act took ef-
fect, The decision of Judge Dillon has been
awaited by the legal fraternity with consider-
able interest, He gave his opinion on yes-
terday, and we lay it in full before our read-
ers this morning :

In re Obear, In re Thomas—Ubited States
Circuit Court, Eustern District of Mis-
souri, July 8, 1874,

While the late amendment (o the bank-
rupt act is retrospective iv ils operation soas
to bring within it all cases commenced since
December 1, 1873, and in which at the time
of the pussage of the siid amendwment (June
22 1874) the petitions for the adjudication
rewmained to be acted on, yet it does not annul
or disturb judgments rendered or adjudica-
tion made apd in force at the time of the
taking cflect of said amendment.

Before Dillon, Circuit Judge—DBaunkrupt
Act—Retrofictive operation of Amendment
of June 22, 1874
These ure petitions for review under sec-

tion 2 of the bankrupt act.

Fuacts in the case of E. G.Obear: On the
4th day of May, 1874, a creditor’s petition
was filed against Obear in the District Court
for the Eastern District of Missouri, stating
that, being & broker and trader, he did, on
the 28th day of May, 1873, suspend, and did
not within fourteen days, nor at any time
thercaflter, resume payment of his commer-
¢iul paper. To an order to show cause Ohear
appeared on the 13th day of May and admit-
ted the petition, and he was thereupon on
that day by the court adjudicated and de-
clured a bankrupt, and subsequently, June
22d, an assignee was elected, to whom a deed
ol assignment was wmade, and was regularly
proceeding in the discharge of his duties un-
til June 30th, when the District Court, on
its own motion, made the following order:
“Tt is ordered that the petitioning creditor
amend iis petition within thirty days so to
conform to the 12th section of the act of
Congress as approved June 22d, 1ST4, in Lhe
following respects—to wit:

“1. By alleging that the number of 1nse-
cured creditors who bave joined therein con-
stilute at least oue-fourth in sumber, and
that Lhe aggregate of their debls provable
under this act amounts to at least one-third
of all the debts so provable.”

* 2, Said amended petition shall be signed
and veritied by the first five siguers thereef,
il 5o many there be, in the maoper and
form required by said act.”

*3. The aliegation in the original petition

of the suspension of the debtor’s commercial
paper for fourteen days shall be so amended
is to aver the suspeusion and nop-resumption
thereof within a period of forty days hefore
the filing of the originul petition of his com-
wercial paper made or pussed in the course
of his business as such broker and trader.”
And it is furtber ordered that all other
proceedings in the case be stayed until said
amended petition is fled,
To this order the petitioning creditor, the
bapkrupt, und certain secured and unzecured
creditors, excepted ; and it is to have the
same reviewed thst the petitioning creditor
has brought the present petition,
Fucts in the case of James S, Thomas: To
this cuse a creditoy’s petition was filed
against Thomas on the 25:ih day of April.
1834, duly charging as an act of bankruptey
the suspendion of his commercial paper on
the 15th day of November, 1873, Sueh pro-
cectlings were bad that Thomas was regu-
tarly adjudicated a bankrupt on the 25th duy
of April, und his case referred to a register,
Creditors met on Max 30th, and resolved to
prozeed under section -3 of the bankrupt
act, and appointed a eomuwittee of one,John
Cr. Priest, as trustee, to whom ull the pro-
purty of ‘I'homas was eonveved, anid who has
sinee then been enguged in winding up and
settling the trust,  OGa the 30th day of June
the Distriet Court, on its own motion, en-
tered an ordes siwiley to the one in Loear’s
eise, uhove given, mud which was exeepted
to o a like anner, and is now here lor re-
view ut the instance of the petitdioning ered-
itor, the bunkrupt, and other ereditors,

1. B, Woodward, for Onear’s ereditors,

Hull & Bowman, for iomas's ereditors,

No appearapee, costra,

Dinrox, Cireuit Judee: In both the cases

bejore we the proceedings in the Disteict

Court were commenced alfter December I,

iy, and the adjudication of the debtors as

baukrupts was made before the late act
wmending the bapkrupt act took effect, and

i neither of the ceses had the estules been

(ully settled.

The recent amendment to the bankrupt

law makes seversl important chanues in re-

spect to involuntary bankruptes, and among
other changes it requires that ab Jeast one-
fourth in number ol the ereditors represent-
ing one-third in amount of the provable
debts shull petition for the adiudication; and
the time ol the suspension ol the payment

of commereial paper, coustituting an act ol

bankruptey, is extended (rom fourteen doys

to forry duays, and preseribes and limits what
shall be conswiered such paper.

The amendatory act approved June 22,

1874, 13 made retrodctive in the fullowing

lapguage:

“ 1'he provisions of this section shall ap-

ply to all cases ef compulsory or involun-

tary bankruptey commenced since the 1st
day of December, 1873, as well us to those
commenced hereafter. And in all enses
commenced since the 1st day of December,
1873, and prior to the passage of this aet, as
well us those commenced herealter, the
court shally if' such allegation as to the num-
ber or amount of petitioning ereditors be de-
nied by the deblor, by a statement in writ-
ing to that ctect, require bim to file in eourt
torthwith a full Jist of his creditors, with
their pluces of residence and the sums due
thein respectively, and shall ascertzin, upon
reasouable notice to the creditors, whether
one-fourth in number and one-third in
amount thereof, ss aforesaid, bave petitioned
that the debtor be adjudged s baokrupt, But
if sueh debtor shall, on the filing of the pe-
tition, admit in writing that the requisite
number and amount of creditors have
petitioned, the court, If sativfied that the
admission was made in good fuith, shall
so adjudge, which judgment shsll be tinul,
and the maiter proceed sithout further steps’
on that subject. And if it shall appear that
such number and amount bave not so peti-
tioned the court shail gruut reusonable time,
pot excceding in cases heretofore commenced
twenty days,and in cases hereafter com-
menced ten days, within which other credit-
ors may join insuch petition. And if at the
expiration of such time so limited the nune-
ber and smount shall comply with the re-
quirements of this scction the matter of
bunkruptey may proceed; butif at the ex-
piration of sueh limited time such number
and amount shall not answer the require-
ments of this section the proceedings shull
be dismissed, and in cases hereafter com-

menced, with costs, &c.”

Undoubtedly the new act is retrospective
in its operativn 50 s to bring within it all
cases commenced since December 1st, and
in which, at the time of its pussage, the peti-
tions for the udjudication remained to be
acted on.

Without entering upon the inquiry as to
the competency of Congress to annul by
mere legisiative declarution prior adjudica-
tions of baokruptey regularly made, in pur-
suupce of laws in force at the time, and the
conveyance and acts thereunder, 1 am of the
opinion that Congress did not intend by the
amendatory act to overturn or disturb adju-
dications then already made and in force,
The arguments in support of Lhis view are
derived from the language of the amend-
ment ; from the accepted principle of con-
struction that statutes are to have no further
or greater retrospective operation than
plaioly appears to have been the legislative
intention, and from the failure of Congress
tomake any provision for the necessiry con-
sequences of setting aside all adjudications
in bankruptey, and ail acts’ done under them
throughout the United States for the seven
preceding months. :

W hile the language ma
active as to eases commenced since Decem-
ber 1st is very broad, and applies to *sll
cases” commenced since that day and prior
to the passage of the amendatory act, vet it
is obvious that the purpoze of Gongress wos

-

king the law retro-

fhe Bankrupt Lew—important De-

.

to put such cases vpon the

cases 9o as to @nable thef'ﬁ{?‘; ;
eqonlly in-the b
But it is impiied fro
ceedings, and the ste
to be taken in'respect
cases, that by
contemplated pen
Jjuodieati
quires t
petitionofc

old and new cases, the requisite number and
gymount must join in the petition, The conrt
determines whether the requisite number

judieation will or will not be made, depend-
ing upon whether the nlleged acts of bank-
ruptey are or are not established. On the
othier hand, if the statutory requirement as
to the number and amount of creditors is
not met, the provision is that the proceed-
ings shull be dismissed. All this clearly
shows that Congress had in contemplation
cuses in which po adjudication had been
made, for these steps are all preparatory to
an adjudication, and this view is furtber
confirmed by .the provisions of section 13
amending séction 40 of the original act.
Besides, it i3 impossible to suppose that
Congress overlooked the fact that through-
out the Upited States, between December
and June, there were muny hundred cases
in bankruptey in which udjudications had
heen made and which were in various stages
of progres:, some in which little had been
done, others in which property had beeno
sold, suits decided and dividends made, but
which were not yet entirely closed. II
it bad been intended by Congress to annul
all that bad been done under the bavkrupt
act since the first day of December, over-
turning adjudication, and disturbing settle-
ments, pavments, dividends, conveyances,
&e., it is guite incredinle that provisions
would not have been made for this extraordi-
nary and confused state of uflairs. The amend-
atory uct is silent as to the rights und reme-
dies of the various parties who would be af-
fected by legislation, baving this grave and
extensive retrospective operation. Theargu-
ment, then, is a strong one that no such con-
serquences were intended; and the more so
since the retrofiztive provisions may have
full effect given them by bolding them as in-
tended to apply to all cases commenced since
the tivst day of December, which bad not pro-
eressed to an ndjudication at the passuge ol
the amendatory act.

I am ol opinion, therefore, that the orders
of the District Court in each of the cases
under reviesy were erroneous, and they are
sceordingly reversed. These orders were
purposely muade as they were, not as peces-
sarily embodying the opinion of the District
Court, but tbat they might present for rce
view cases which would measure the scope
of the retrodctive operation of the amenda-
tory uet.  And what I bold is that it does not
affect decrees or adjudications then nurde,
while conceding that its remedial provisions
do in many respects apply to cases brought
since December 13t, und which were pending
when it went into operation,

Urders reversed.

[From the New York Herald, 15th.} .
Out of Exile or into Prison!
DEPARTURE GF JOHN MITCHEL FOR LIVERPOOL
ON THE IDAHO—A QUIET LEAVE-TAKING,
The Williams & Guion” steamer Idaho
sailed from pier 46 North river at about len
minutes past 3 o’clock yesterday alternoon,
aund among those on boeard were John
Mitchel and his daughter, Althouzh Mr.
Mitehel wished to make his departure as
private and uyostentatinus as possible (he
news of his intended visit Lo Ireland had
spread pretty widely, and a lorge crowd as-
sembled to bid him God-speed,  There was
no formal gathering, no deputations from
preanizitions to hore bim with long-winded
and uscless addresses, but there was a solid
mass of enthusisstic adwirers and disciples
of the great exile, whose hearty  good-will
towurds the rman and entire devolion to the
princigtes of which heis the tirst living expo-
nent there eould be no mistaking, A few of
the relies of the = Younz Lrelind™ party
were there, but by far the geeater number
were younger aen, who learned their first
prinsiples of natienulity frow him and s
cokiborer and fricna Thomas Dayis. Most of
thems had been premineatly eonnected with
the brish nutional tnovement in past years,
anid more especialty with the late Fesian and
Irish Republican beotherhoods, By tur the
greater number were mwen of respeciable bo-
<ition and eduestion, but there was also a
considerable sprinkling of hardy sons of toil,
who left their work for the purpose of hav-
ing one look ut the returning exile before he
lefr,  As it was understood that Mr. Mitchel
did not care for noisy demonstiations his
wish was respected, except thal there was a
little erowding upoa the deck and some good
humered eroshing to get o shake ot bis band
and have o parting word.

Among those present were Capt, Mitchel,

his son : Mr. Richurd O'Gorwan, bis friend

and colleague in the 48 movement; Gene-

ral Bourke, O’Donnovan Rossu, Di. Mulea-

hy, und other Irish exies 3 Willivm E. Rob-

inson, P. J. Mechan, Major Conyngham,

tobert White, Myles 3. O'Drien, James

Trucey, Edward L. Carey, Juwces M, Braun,

Captain Juwes U, Maguire, Lieutenants

Samuel Cavanagh, and Edward Murtagh,

Rey, Eugene sheehy and wany others,

The erowd wus very carnest in its enthu-

siusm, but a sense of the dunger to Mr

Mitehel incurred by the step he wus Laking

threw o tinge of saduess over the occision.

Muny there grasped him by the band as if
for the last time, us nearly all were fully per-

suaded that be would be arrested as soon a8

lie set foot"on British territory, it be even ot

time to land. Before the planks were re-

moved Mr, Mitehel cume on deck for a few

mivutes, and was subjected to a series of
vizorous handshakings thar must have tricd

his patience in no small degree, He quietly

and briefly thanked his friends for their good

wishes, bade them goo 1-bye, and went down

to his cabin, As soon®s the steamer began

1o move out of the dock a rush wus made to
the head of the pier to get a last glimpse of bim,
and here the entbusiasm that had been pent
up for some time found vent ina series of
liearty cheers, DMr. Mitchel, bowever, did
pot appenr on deck, much to the disuppoint-
ment of some ol the more demonstrative of
the throng, who anticipated a poetic or non-
sensical di=play, as the good ship swung out
into the river,

Mr. Mitchel fully recognizes the risk he is
runping in going to Irelaud; for, though he
does But recognize, us he never bas, t!;ilt. he
bas been tried, he is rully cognizant of the
fact thut the English Government has the
power to do anything they please in Ireland.
« That country,” he said, * belongs to us,
and no one bas any right to keep us out of
it” He has mans matters of a private or
family nature to settle in Irelund, and after
these have been attended to if any constitu-
eney wishes him to “represent” 1t “out of
Parliament” he will be perfectly willing to
undgertuke the responsibility.

With a view to put their enthusiasm for
Mr. Miichel into substantlal shape, many of
the leading Irishmen in this cily have or-
gapized 2 committee to collect funds for the
purpose of presenting bim with a testiwo-
pial sorthy of the man, and befifting the
services he bas rendercd to the cause ol irish
independence.

YOUNG IRELAND

on this side of the Atlantic thus gives ex-
pression to its appreciation of the man svho
has stood sternly and untlinchiogly by the
cause of liberty in the hour of darkness and
danger. A sum of over $2,000 has already
been collected, and branch committees are

being organized in Philadelphia, St. Louis,
and other cities throughout.the Union.

1t is intended to raise $25,000, whieh will be
a handsome tribute to the veteran patriot.

A CARD FROM MR. MITCHEL.
To the Editor of the Herald :

While your reporter’s account of my views
and intentions in now returniog to Ireland

will permit 12 to set right.
of Purllament has prom

statement, whieh 1 find in the Herald of yes

Ling of new
i fo participate
he bencfits of the'néw proyisions,
m the natare of the pro-
pe that -are preseribed
to both'old and new
the Janguage q7oted Congress
diug cases in which no ad-
on bad yet been made. The law re-
he sdjudication to be made upon the
{ reditors, amd a3 amended requires
agiven portion of the ereditors to conciir,
und limits the time within which, hoth as to

and amount have or have not petitioned ; il
they have, the matter proceeds, and the ad-

cannot in general be controverted, there i3

one of his stutement3 which Lam sure you
No Irish mem-

ised to resizu his
gent in my favor, apd 1 huve Do reasoh 1o
suppose that any one of them has an Inten-
tion of doing so. It is also an unfounded

terday, that money has been svibscribed,
cither in Ireland or in this conntyy, te defray
\ the cost of u candidature aud fiection on my

o

betuif, Nefther is th

ere any vacancy 1o

Ireland, and there

present Parlizment..

i Brooklyn, July 14, 1874.
““The Late Chileago Fire.

LOB3EE-OF THE INSUBANCE COMPANIES,

Jonx Mircuen. |

among the Insurance companies in this city,

flummable charaster of the buildings. The
following is a8 list of some of the losses
among Jocal insuramee companies :

Horme, $150,000; Pheoix, of Brooklyn,
525,000 to $30,000; German-American, $25,
020 to $30,000 ; Germenia, 20,000 ; Repub-

Hoffman, $2.500; Atlentic, 24.080; Contl-
nentsl, $50,000; Hanover, §20,000; Stand-
ard, 210,000; North Britizh and ' Mescantile,
$20,000 ;3 Howard, $20,000* to $25,000*; Man-
hattan, $7,500; National, £5,000; Cifizens’,
§20,000 ; Irving, £7.500; Wiliamsburg City,
£10,000; Lorjllard, $5,000; Farragut, S7%800;
New York and Yonkers, $12,000; tar,
i“lﬁuﬂg : Ai}driutic. 823.000; Niagura, 25,90,
The Hamburg and Bremen Cempa

£52,000, R i g

HARTFOED AND PROVIDENCE LOS3ES.

Hartford, July 15.—Tbe risks of Hart-
ford insurance compaoies on property in the!

ae follows : Altoa, $75,000; Hartford, $47,-
0003 National, $25,000; Phwenix, 17,000;
Connecticut, $5,000; Urient, 32,500, and At-
las, 81,500,

The Providence insurance companies re-
presented in the Chicago lire loie less than a
thousand dollars each.

BOSTON INSURANCE RISKS,

Boston, July 15,—The following are the
only Boston otlices baving agencies in Chi-
caro that have suflered by the tice ; Fraoklin,
£5.400; Funenil Hall, $1,500; Manufacturers’,
$5,000 to $7.500; the sShoe and Leather, a
smull ameunt ; Prescott, not over 2,000;
Neptune, 25,000 to 27,500; North Awerica,
£2,500 on the Buptist chureb,
————a
The Plymouth Church Inquiry.
MRS. TILTON WITHDRAWS FROM HER HUSBAND'S
ROOF.

[From the New Yourk Tribune, June 15.]
Another sad chapter has been added to the
unfortunate scandal which for weeks has

been upon everybody’s lips, Rumors have
long been current regarding the domestic

infelicity of Mr. and Mrs. Tilton, and now
the erizsis bas been reached, and the house is
divided agaiust itself,  Mrs, Tilton, acting for
herself, went belore the investigating commit-
tee appointed by Mr. Beecher immediately
after it was organized, and guve testimony
which did not corroborate, but, on the con-
trary, was oppoced to the version of the story
which the public letters of Mr, Tilton had fi-
vored, and which hus suited the various theo-
ries of those who believe Mr, Beccher in
the wrong, In the excited state of mind
which possessed both the one and the otler,
it wus not surprising tbat this aet on her
part'should be followed by immediate sepa-
ration of the man and wile, and the result
was that after consulting with friends she
left her home, and is at present at the house
of Edward J. Ovingtoo, Jr., with whose
amily she has Jong been upon intimate
erms. Jrom what ean be gathered fromn
1er friends, and indireetly from herself, she
nkes this step deliberately and with the pur-
wse of adhering to ber position, uniess Mr.
Pilton should eonclude to Keep buaek the
statement which he bas promised regurding
Mr. Beecher. Ior the present, however,
she intends to maintain silence so fur as the
public ure conesrned, sud having given bher
testimony to the investizating committee, to
await the developments of the next few
days with patience,
Meanwhile ¢forts are being made to bring
the work of the committee to a sudden end,
The commiltee cluim to have no part in this
attempd, but others of Mr, Beecher's friends
are exerting themselyes, mutual friends ol
Mr. Tilton and Mr. Beccher are secking to
ettect it and itis thought by muny who are
fully avquainted with the bistory of the case
and the character ol the evidenee that the
week will not end before a settlement is
renelred,  To the pubdic the course ol Mrs,
Titton aungurs ill for ber husband, aud the
unualiiod friends of Mr. Beechier regurd it
as eutirely overturning nny charges swhich
huve been hinted at or that Mr, Tidton is
likely Lo present, while those who sustuin
the latter asseri that the cirenmstanevs of
her testimony and action will have little
weieht in the face ol the evidence, should
this eyer be given,
Mr. Tilton vetains his ehildrenat Lis home
in Livingston strest, and Mrs, Tilton expects
to remain for the preseat wheie she now is,
The excitement bis been intense with her
for many days, and she now wishes to gain
rest and quict.

—_————
SreeeyMs CoxcLAVE oF THE OrpER OF HEp-
rasorns.—The Supreme Conclave of the
OUrder of Heptasophs, or Seven Wise Men,
of the United States, convened yesterday at
the hall No. 51 West Favette street. The
irder as at peesent oreanized was  first
‘ormed in Maryland in 1869, and bas thrived
yetter here than in anv other State, though
it is in & healthy condition of growth all
over the eountry, with a prospect of its
being extended to Germany in another year,
William E. Foster, of VYirginia, Supreme
Archon, presided over the conclave, Other
supreme oflicers were M. M. Duay, of Texag,
counsellor; W. IL. Wade, ot Virginiu, pre-
late 3 H. C, Tabb, of Virginia, zuide. Rep-
resentatives ol eighteen States were present
to the number of about forty. Reports of
the supreme heptasophs, archon, secretary,
and treasurer, were read and aceepted,
The report of the supreme secrelary
shows the state of the Order generally to be
satisfuctory, the progress made belug rather
solid than rapid. Maryland is referred to us
the oldest of the Grand Encumpmeunts, com-
prising four eneampments in good condition,
with 230 members and twenty conclaves,
with about 1,300 members ; in Ohio there
are five couclaves, with 475 members: in
Virginia, four conclaves and about 250 mem-
bers; in New Jersey Lhe Order holds its
own ; in Culifornin it is looking upj; in
Texas there is one encampment aod several
conclaves ; in Pennsylvapia, especially in
Philadelpbia, there are several encampinents
and nuwmerous conclives, There were en-
couraging reports also from Alabama, Con-
necticut, Georgia, Indiapa, and otber juris-
dictions. After reading these reports and
transacting other business of minor impor-
taunee, the Supreme Conelave sdjourned till
this moroing.
1n the afternooun there was a parade of the
Order, comprising Lhe several Encampments
of Balrimore, Norfolk, and Portsmouth, and
the ditferent Conclaves in the city, Though
not so great in numbers as some of the pu-
rades of which the people of Bultimore have
been speciators, the Heptasopbs presented
quite a brilliaut spectacle, composed of the
crusaders of the Epcampments in a bund-
some upiform, and of the Conclaves in rega-
liz aud black suit, with white gloves, the su-
preme representatives and grand oflicers in
barouches, the commandivg ofticer and his
aids on horseback, and a mounted guard,
with bandsome banners, and bands of music
playing uat frequent intervals.—Baltimore
Sun, 16th,
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Loss of THE GOVERNMENT BY THE CmicA-
go Fiee.—Mr. George S, Bangs, genernl su-
perintendent of the railway postal sesvice,
oes to Chicago to
the Postofice Department in conuection
with the burning of the post-ofiice in that
city Tuesday pight. The Government loses
between £30,000 an
tion of the otice,.— Washington Star.

s

;s
representatiogof afy county or borough' x
be none duoriog the

New Yosg, July 15.—The fire in Chicazo
last might has occasioned some heavy losses

but as & general rule tbe losses here are fight,
as most of the'damage ocenrred in a district
where the risks of the Board eompanies
were very light in consequence of the io-

lic, $7,000; Underwitery’s Agency, 357,000 7

Chicago burnt district amount to $1,730,000, §

look alter the interest of

d £40,000 by the destrue-
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Ready-made LINEN 8177
VICTORIA LAWN SUL#S.
 Embroddered LINEN POLOY 1450
Tsked and embroldered i:.-utm:if-\f"f ;
JusJopened for travellers w uprl:m:.-‘.m 34

placts,
T. R. PRICE & o),

bave melved wiikia a day or 1w,
for themammer.
LINEN PRAVELLIYS SUITS,
LAWN TRAVELLINGSr1TS,
Embroidered LINEN GRENADINE Spyre
Embrajdexd LINEN P0LONAIsgs, | ¥Vl 48
CAMBRIC SXIRTS, tuctwd, piatn, and
SHETLAND' WOOL SI1ARLS, %2 1 45
NEW SHADHS POPLINS, f0r sujrs:
TRIMMING SILKS, evers mohr:
]‘ik?‘cg;nl.‘a”mr triminieg; '
PARASOLS 408 S UN-~ A Sk,
®OTTON und I'wREAD Ho: ,;:'5[[':*;'5,}7""
HUFFLINGY, 5481128, BLAWK 8Panigy's,
SWE-BAND ORGANDIES, beaating]: o0 AN,
SDE-BAND LAwys, :
SRE-DAND UALNOES,
208 pleces NEW PRINTS, 10 zmd [ 210 "

OB SUMMER —Just cpuned 15—

T. R. PRICE & ©0),
APOINTS and 54 QI ks
EEVELESS JACKE mfI B
) GLOV RS,
AUZE SHINTS,
mADY-MAE SHIRTS
EW SUMMER CassiifEzEs
Lr_a;.\_gzlx' DRULALS, for geuts amd by o -
LNTS ~THR PRt x
':::"{]\_E:.:EL.\DI.A Hlx.r..\iJ::.:-:J,{ -
LISLE THREAD SUITS, g, ¢

1 was
ATy,

LRy 1oy P

em' LT
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NEW GOODS FoR THE sEAsuy,

HUDGINS, GORDON & (0,
{(June 224) are opesing

CHOICE DRESS GOODS—very elivap:

HORDERED LAWNS—new aml cheap:

LINEN FABRICS of all Klnds or 1adies i o

Beautiful PERCALES at 14,3

More # astt BIBGONS &t 75,3

SPANISH LACES, for searfs and sioques ;

GENTLEMEN'S and LADIES' USvenw e

Tuneaband BALBRIGEAN Hosiery for ]

wen ;

Faxs in varfety,

Vi ayd 18

"

(ARDUZO, FOURQUREAN & o o

—

In ronsequence of removing to eir N w
STORE, and In order to reduce stock befon o
Ing

CARDOZO, FOURQUREAN & (1,

will for the next few weuks sell goods at zaoie
REDUCED PRIUES,

They ofter unususl barzulus 1o weny .

DRESS GUODS, such as

GRENADINES,
BEREGES,
POPLINS, &c., fom 150, o, o8

Their bayer belng in New York, they will
celving by every steamer fresh suppiie=of oo, § x
many novel and excecding] y eheap, amone vl
large lot ot
SILKS CHEAPER THAN FVER

HANLSOME SASH RIBBONS a1 Sie,
A full stovk of ORGANDIES, LAWN= o,
Just recelved, SOLID COLORED sTRIPED §
VICTORIA LAWN with LACE to mtete e
thing new,

o SLOTRING.

Df} NOT FORGET

THE ALL CAsH SYSTEM
In vorue at
WILKINSUN & WITHERSS
(opposite the post=oliad,
has wondertully cut dows the prlees
OaF
CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS,
CALL AND SEE.

[iy Td-eoddn]

TOTICE.—In order to nyike
my business [offor wy entiee <t
LOTHING and GENTLEM oS :
FULNI=H TN Gl B8
AT TOST,
M. W, LLOsE. 1202 Main street
hetween Twellog ated Plietoouil,
L

TIRUTI

elnge i

—

n

-

¥ O9-1m
]_j‘ ASHIONADBLKE
SPRING

CLOTHING,
THE LARGEST STOCK to e fonnd [o th
or STATE for

MEN'S, YOUTHS, BOYs" ar € [HILDEENY

rat =

CIT

wenr, CUT TASTY, MADE WELL, wil tor =

fulr prices,
WAL TERA SMITH, Act.
1109 Maln =tie-te

Stgn: wy 14

LONG FLAG, ny 1§
WINES, LIQUORS, TOBACCY, ac.
30 cases ST, JOLIESN CLARET, 8
20 cases BRINTEALU £ C0 ==l TERNESy
10 cuses LrOVILLE CLALEL E
and a gencrul assortment of POITS and '-f'ri-': :
le 1K=, suitable for the seison, SsUMMEIDE LR, 38
L) BYH, 0L e
tIAL CABINET—1865 sl I8T0=RY e o
rols aned halrbarrels, For sale Juw to the thse 2
wholesule only, by

3 CASES PAUILLAC CLARLL,
10 enses LA ROSE CLARE L
AUGUSTA COUNTY, VAl 3
JENKINS, CAPERS & (1)

Wholesale Liguor Merclial s

No. 113 south Fourteenth street, belo® L g
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